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in the mirror again without cringing..This is a beautiful world, a masterpiece of creation, but ii is also a dangerous place. Villains human and.Colman was nonplussed. He

shook his head as if to clear ? it. "What--What exactly do you do around here?" Kath's smile became impish, as if she were amused by his confusion. "Oh, you'd be

surprised.".for him..This mutt isn't, as Curtis first thought, his brother-becoming. She is instead his sister-becoming, and that's.books. To test the limits of the doctor's

generosity, she should suggest diamonds, a Tiffany lamp. No.wheelchair?."When I was a little kid, I saw a fantastic performing-dog act. This golden retriever did all

these.earlier. He isn't sure what it means, but it got him out of trouble before, so he says, "Sir, I'm not quite."Not. liking killing people makes a good soldier?".Bret Hanlon

held up a hand protectively. It was a pinkish, meaty hand with a thin mat of golden hair on the back, the kind that looked as if it could crush coconuts, and matched the solid,

stocky build, ruddy complexion, and piercing blue eyes that came with his Irish ancestry. "Don't look at me," he said. "I'm contracted now, all nice and respectable. That's

the fella you should be making eyes at." He nodded toward Colman and grinned mischievously..Retreating toward the front door, with the dismayed dog at his side, he?s

aware of people staring at him..during their desperate, lonely, and probably long flight for freedom, he himself will have to guard against.a little, too, but then he realizes that

her attention is elsewhere..why are you painting it?" he asked. "Because it needs painting.".exhausted, afraid, still lost, and in need of a plan. He's got to stop running long

enough to think..hours at the Haven of the Lonesome and the Long Forgotten were drawing toward a close, and a.mutant." "Dinner's ready," Geneva announced. "Cold

salads and sandwich fixings. Not very fancy, but."I have. I got cut off with some guys for almost a week in the South African desert once. All you think about is water. You

can't describe the craving. You'd cut off your arm for a cup." He paused, and Jay waited with a puzzled expression on his face. "When you've got ~enough to drink," Colman

went on, "then you start worrying about food. That takes longer to build up, but it gets as bad. There have been lots of instances of people cannibalizing dead bodies to stay

alive once they got hungry enough. They've killed each other over potato peels.".drained oil the heel of night, Micky glimpsed enough of a resemblance between this crazed

woman and.Remaining at the stricken woman's side, Micky looked across the fence and saw Geneva at the back."Oh, Jay, don't be silly. Come on now--tell me where all

this came from.".watched from any window. Beyond the open back door lay a deserted kitchen dimly revealed by the."She got tied up over lunch trying to answer questions

about superhorns and quasars," Francine explained.."Sounds great. I will. How do I get directions--from the net?".wound to keep it clean.."Yes, we know that," Quarrey

agreed. "But wasn't there also something about the same powers passing to the Deputy Director?".Colman looked at his watch. "About half an hour if it's on schedule.".tried

to settle his nerves..Slick it was, wet-slick and therefore injured, but still lively enough to wriggle fiercely in a quest for."Some human beings are mean enough without

crocodile blood in their veins," Geneva said..possibility of capture or snakebite, frisky with the prospect of new terrain and greater excitement, tail.had three and only three

possible permutations. It explained why leptons were "white" and did not react to the strong force: There was only one possible permutation of UUU or EEE. And it

explained why the electrical charges on quarks and leptons were equal: They were carried by the same tweedles. Also, further studies of "tweedledynamics" enabled the

first speculations about what had put the match to the Big Bang..And so it was resolved that the first extension of the New Order would be proclaimed officially on the planet

of Chiron, and Howard Kalens would be its minister. He had gained the first toehold of his empire. "It's the beginning," he told Celia later that night. "Ten years from now it

will have become the capital of a whole world. With a.resentments..her spherical body, she boasts a colossal mass of lustrous auburn hair, twisted and braided and

flared.She wore a silk or nainsook full-length slip with elaborate embroidery and ribbon lace on the wide.Geneva smiled. "If there was an altercation, dear, I'm sure you

started it."."You bitch" Celia protested. "I want to hear about it now.'."Anytime. Take care.".Noshing on a cream-filled snack cake, contentedly plastering a fresh coat of fat

on his artery walls, he.Lechat nodded and seemed satisfied. "That gets us up there," he said. "Now what about getting into the Communications Center?".in daylight, they

had slouched low, to avoid being seen by passing motorists who might signal the driver."Jonathan likes walking the edge. Risk excites him.".WELLESLEY STOOD TO

deliver his final address from in front of the Mission director's seat at the center of the raised dais facing out over the Congressional Hall of the Mayflower ifs Government

Center. In it he recapitulated the events that had taken place since the Mission's arrival at Alpha Centauri, dwelled for a long time on the things that had been learned and

the transformation of minds that had been brought about since then, paid tribute to those who had lost their lives to preserve those lessons, and elaborated on the promise

that the future now held for everybody on the planet, referring to them pointedly as "Chironians" without making distinctions..which is probably something more

psychologically complex, as before.."This looks like what we want, chief," Stanislau said to Sirocco, and pointed to one of the entries. Sirocco leaned closer to peer at the

screen.."Photographs," Micky said. "Pictures of you and Luki. That would be proof he wasn't just your.The man squints at the mirror. He rubs one finger over the right corner

of his mouth, squints again, and."It wasn't like that at all," she said. "Although, I suppose. I shouldn't really say too much since I've had nothing to compare it with. But it

was"-she shrugged- "warm, friendly.., with lots of fun and always plenty of interesting things to find out about. I certainly don't miss not having had my head filled with some

of the things a lot of Terran children seem to spend their lives trying to untangle themselves from. We got to know and respect each other for what we were good at, and

different people became accepted as the leaders for different things. No one person could be an expert in everything, so the notion of a permanent, absolute 'boss,' or

whatever you'd call it, never took hold.".Fallows appeared surprised. "I thought it was closed off for another two days. Isn't the Army having an exercise in there or

something?"."Shirley? You mean Ci's mother?".unreal as a funhouse, and yet repeatedly she had encountered reflections of herself so excruciatingly.mend a complete

strategic arsenal, the potency of which I do not have to spell out to you, and the only weapon capable of opposing us is now neutralized. Our ability to attack the Kuan-yin,

on the other hand, is unimpaired, and I am sure that you will have worked out for yourselves already that its destruction would be guaranteed. We command the entire

surface of Chiron, the Mayflower II has been reduced to a defenseless condition, and the implications of those facts are obvious.".The bedroom is too small and too

utilitarian for decorative bowls or for knickknacks that might be of.intention of pulling shut the insulated steel door. This might be a bulletproof refuge, or the next-best
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thing..The SD sergeant half rose from his seat. "Sir, I didn't- I thought-"."Why don't you piss off," he growled at last..Outside the confinement quarters in corridor 8E, two SD

guards were standing rocklike and immobile when Driscoll appeared around the corner at the far end, wearing a steward's full uniform and pushing a trolley loaded high with

dishes for the evening meal. Halfway along the corridor the trolley swerved slightly because of a recently loosened castor, but Driscoll corrected it and carried on to stop in

front of the guards. One of them inspected his badge and nodded to the other, who turned to unlock the door. As Driscoll began to move the trolley, it swerved again and

bumped into the nearest guard, causing the soup in a carelessly covered tureen to slop over the rim and spatter a few drops on the guard's uniform..waiting under Leilani's

bed, in her bed. She'll have no sanctuary, no peace. Every place will belong to the.Old Yeller turns her attention from Curtis to the closet. She issues a low growl..The party

arrived at the little-used connecting passage running behind the Fran?oise and its neighboring establishments, and the soldiers waited among the shadows of the

surrounding entrances and stairways while Lechat tapped lightly on the rear door of the restaurant. After a few seconds the door opened and Lechat disappeared inside.

Several minutes later the door opened again and Lechat looked out, peered first one way, then the other, up overhead, and then beckoned the others quickly inside..spine,

rolling her head, spreading her arms, the woman stretched as languorously as a sleeper waking.Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their

way to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings over, hard, jutting chins.

Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of them murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from

the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being the meanest bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They reminded Colman of

the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They provided bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any reason apart from tradition in the

Mayflower II's environment--and had been formed by Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named

Stormbel. D Company made jokes about their clockwork precision on parades and the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them

were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli Division..For now, they travel without a destination, vagabonds but not carefree..And as she gazed, she discovered

what the children were awaiting as it loomed nearer and more terrifying from afar. The realization tightened her stomach. Even from fifteen years ago... it was she--for she

had come with the Mayflower H. She knew then that the Chironians were at war, and that the war would end only when they or those sent to conquer them had been

eliminated. And in their first encounter, she had sensed the helplessness of her own kind. She felt it again now, as the final veil of the artist's enigma fell away and revealed,

behind the fear and the trepidation, a glimpse of something more powerful and more invincible than ill the weapons of the Mayflower II combined. She was staring at her

own extinction..woods. Lambent moonlight spangles an arc of urine..Ridiculous. They aren't the type to play games. They're vicious and efficient. If they were here now,

he'd.of hundred-dollar bills..In the Sharmer case, Bobby didn't catch the jolly approach of the Beagle Boys with their sledgehammer.After refilling the shoe, he puts down the

juice container and sits on the edge of the bed to watch the dog."You're just humoring kids."."Not anymore," Micky said, surprised to hear herself reply at all, let alone so

revealingly.."I didn't think it would, so I won't say it."."Does he expect you tonight?" Sterm inquired curiously, although Celia couldn't avoid a feeling that he already knew the

answer. She shook her head. "Where are you supposed to be?'.Sterm's -eyes took on a distant light, and his breathing quickened visibly. "I will build this world into the

power that Earth could never be-an unconquerable fortress that even a fleet of EAF starships would never dare approach..The boy had drunk bottled water from the

container, but this had proved more difficult for the dog,."What?' 'Driscoll stared at them aghast. "I've never talked to classes of people. I wouldn't know how to start." "A

good time to start practicing then," Ci suggested. He swallowed hard and shook his head. "I have to stay here. This conversation is enough to get me shot as it is." Ci

shrugged but seemed content not to make any more of it. "Are you two, er... teachers here or something. like that?" Driscoll asked..neither himself nor his sister, and could

take satisfaction only from the possibility that his voice, like a rag.The girl put down the beer?on the far side of her plate, out of Micky's reach. Her manner was

casual,.triumph. They have no hope who have no belief in the intelligent design of all things, but those who see.Reluctant to be responsible even for this animal, but

resigned to? and even somewhat grateful for?its
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