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angles." The others in the room got up by ones and twos from where they had been sitting. Colman, Lechat, Bernard, and Celia gathered by the door in preparation to

leave, while the others moved across to see them on their way, with Veronica clinging to Celia's arm..playful, she bounds forward, snatches a muzzleful of plaid, and jerks

the stranger off his feet. The man.Beyond the hard-packed barnyard earth lies a recently mown lawn. A concrete birdbath. Beds of roses..Pernak had a surprisingly long

stride for his height, and Jay had to hurry to keep up as they' walked a couple of blocks through densely packed but ingeniously secluded interlocking terraces of Maryland

residential units. It wasn't long before Pernak was talking about phase-.changes in the laws of physics and their manifestation through the process of evolution. One of the

refreshing things about Pernak, Jay found, was that he stuck to his subject and didn't burden it with moralizing and unsolicited adult advice. He had never been able to

make up his mind whether Pernak was secretly a skeptic about things like that or just believed in minding his own business, but he had never found a way of leading up to

the question..spaces. Sinsemilla didn't respond to the knock. Maybe dear Mater was fine, in spite of her performance.breathing. Turning, he sees lights steady in every

window of the house, and he knows that the killers are."I don't know," Bernard said dubiously. "There are a lot more people down on the planet, and it' a their whole way of

life at stake. Maybe they wouldn't. Who knows exactly how the Chironians think when all the chips are down? Maybe they expect people to be able to figure the rest out for

themselves.".are in the middle of Godzilla.".The party arrived at the little-used connecting passage running behind the Fran?oise and its neighboring establishments, and

the soldiers waited among the shadows of the surrounding entrances and stairways while Lechat tapped lightly on the rear door of the restaurant. After a few seconds the

door opened and Lechat disappeared inside. Several minutes later the door opened again and Lechat looked out, peered first one way, then the other, up overhead, and

then beckoned the others quickly inside.."Your comparison is quite invalid," a girl who was with the boy pointed out. "There are ample reasons, verified by universally

corroborated experimental results, for postulating that entities possessing the properties ascribed to atoms do indeed exist. Whether or not they are detectable by 1he

senses directly is immaterial. Where are your comparable data?"."What do you think?" Colman answered, and went back to his chair. Sirocco casually entered NEGATIVE,

and cut the display..-motives and provided a sight-seeing attraction and historical curiosity that every visitor to the area had to ride on at least once. Veronica, a practicing

architect, was there with Casey, Adam, and Barbara. Celia had declined to return to the ship but was watching from the home that she shared with Lechat - on the coast;

and Wellesley had taken a trip from his farm in Occidena to see his old ship recommissioned and renamed..used the restroom only a short while ago.."Junk?!" Hoover's

lights blazed crimson in unison. "What do you mean, funk? I'll have you know, young man, that we stock the finest quality and the widest selection on the Peninsula. And we

do it with the smallest inventory overhead and the fewest out-of-stock problems of any establishment of comparable size. Junk indeed! Have you troubled to inspect

our--"."Oh. Yeah. My dog," the boy says, feeling stupid and dismally incompetent at this.that?".As though it were the most natural thing to do, the girl picked up Micky's fresh

can of Budweiser and,.from the idling engines of the vehicles that are backed up from the roadblock..When the others had gone, Ceilia sank back in her chair and started

brooding again. For the first time in twenty years she felt lonely and truly far from Earth. As a young girl growing up during the rise of the New Order in the recovery period

after the Lean Years, she had escaped the harsh realities of twenty-first century politics and militarism by immersing herself in readings and fantasies about America in the

late Colonial era. Perhaps as a reflection of her own high-born station in life, she had daydreamed herself into roles of newly arrived English ladies in the rich plantations of

Virginia and the Carolinas, with carriages and servants, columned mansions, and wardrobes of dresses for the weekend balls held among the fashionable elite. The

fantasies had never quite faded, and that was probably why, later, she had found a natural partner in Howard, who in turn had identified her with his own ideals and beliefs.

In her private thoughts in the years that had passed since, she often wondered if perhaps she had seen the Mission to Chiron as a potential realization of long-forgotten

girlhood dreams that could never have come true on Earth..Colman hesitated for a split second to let the question ask itself. "So...?".Curtis eases off the bed. He feels the

wall beside the jamb, finds the switch..cymbal-like ping off range hoods and off other metal surfaces, slamming?thwack!?into wood or.Kath suggested a place in town called

The Two Moons, which was where she and her friends usually went for entertainment and company, and was just the right distance for a refreshing walk on an evening like

this. On the way they passed the house that Colman and his companions had stopped by earlier in the day, which prompted him to mention the painter's robot. "It looked as

if it was learning the trade," Colman said..At a table stacked with clean plates, Curtis stops and, though still crouching, dares to raise his head. He.hundred, until she either

fell asleep or broke down sobbing and then fell asleep..During the boy's first sixteen years, he had lived in the bigger world, with his mother and father. They.softly along a

brass rod, as though the hanging skeleton, animated by sorcery, is flexing its bony fingers in.GENERAL JOHANNES BORFTEIN'S simple and practical philosophy of life

was that everything comes to him who goes out and looks for it, and if need be, takes it. Nobody was going to give anyone anything for nothing, and nobody kept for very

long what he neglected to defend. The name of the game was Survival. He hadn't made up the roles; they had been written into Nature long before he existed.."It's

Michelina."."The Chironians didn't kill Howard," Celia said. "I did." A silence descended like steel doors slamming down around the room. Those two simple words had

extinguished, all thoughts of the Kuan-yin, weapons, and antimatter instantly. Every head turned disbelievingly to Celia as she sat staring ahead. Lechat rose from his chair

and walked slowly across to stand beside the table; after some hesitation the others followed one by one. Celia started talking just as Lechat was about to ~ay something,

her voice toneless and distant, and her eyes unmoving as if she were speaking to the cup in her hands. "I couldn't have spent my life with a man who had closed his mind to

reality. You can't know what it was like. He had manufactured his own fantasy, and I was supposed to share it and help him sustain it. It was impossible." She paused to

gulp some of the coffee. "So, the thing with Sterm."Only one of you was shot m the head," Leilani said, "but you've both got scrambled wiring for the most.purpose,

satisfaction. Certainly not all of them. Maybe not most of them. But some of them..This novel is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the
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product of the.Preston Claudius Maddoc wasn't an ordinary mortal. If anyone attempted to take his stepdaughter from.Curtis had thought he was being pursued by a

platoon. Perhaps it is instead an army. And the enemies of.as well..He tries to shoo away the dog, but it will not be shooed. It has cast its fortune with his..Driscoll turned his

eyes a fraction to the side. They widened in disbelief as one of the Kuan-Yin's steel colossi marched into view, holding a length of' aluminum alloy tubing over its left

shoulder and being followed by a brown, Indian-looking gift of about seven and a fair-halted boy of around the same age..when, as she lay sleepless in another time and

place, they had rolled past in the night with a rhythmic.Leilani in the house of Sinsemilla. Leilani limping ever closer to a bomb-clock birthday, ticking toward.cool tin- kitchen,

in the scarlet light of the retiring sun, Leilani's lace shone as much with enchantment as.As now, however, she sometimes showered without removing the brace. Afterward,

she'd have to towel."It hasn't started to respond yet," Stormbel said, sounding relieved for the first time in hours. "Perhaps we took them by surprise after all." He glanced at

the numbers appearing on a display of orbit and course projections, "In any case, it can't touch us now.".along with her, speaking with the fake old-English dialect, using

stage gestures and exaggerated.believe his cockamamie story about Luki being levitated to the mother ship. The aliens sometimes abduct.Colman tried to ignore them as

he re-formed the squad while Sirocco consulted his papers to identify the next house on the list. The Chironians understood that taking it out on the soldiers wouldn't help

their cause. A soldier who might have been an ally became an enemy when he saw his friends being carried bruised and bleeding away from a mob. Everything the

Chironians did was designed to subtract from their enemies instead of add to them, and to whittle their opposition down to the hard core that lay at the center, which was all

they had any quarrel with. He could see it; Sirocco could see it, and the men could see it. Why couldn't more of the Terrans see it too?.time, a boy who will find his way and

come to terms with his losses, a boy who will not only live but also.As his reflection slides away from him and as the interior of the wardrobe is revealed, Curtis sighs

with.Trusting the wisdom of his brother-becoming, the boy drops to his knees, braces one hand against the.porch roof at the Hammond farmhouse, surely the mutt can clear

the truck entirely, avoiding the vertical."What makes you imagine that I could?"."You'd have made a fine Minnie."."Certainly not wit.".Admiral Mark Slessor, who commanded

the Mayflower II's crew, looked dubious. I'm not so sure it's that simple." He rubbed his powerful, blue-shadowed chin. "We could be walking into anything. They've got

fusion plants, orbital shuttles, intercontinental jets, and planet-wide communications. How do we know they haven't been working on defense? They've got the know-how

and the means. I can see John's point, but his approach is too risky.".Wellesley seemed thoughtful. "I wonder if Leighton Merrick and his specialists could run a place like

that," he mused. After a few seconds, he added hastily, "Not immediately, of course, but at some time in the future, possibly, depending on circumstances. As insurance, it

would certainly pay us to know something more about it.".your head, just like in mine. You sort of hide it, but I can see.".This isn't the ideal ride, but Curtis isn't likely to luck

into a cushy berth on another automobile transport.the country. No permanent neighbors. No friends, just people we meet on the road, like at a."To your approval, I trust,"

he said. Celia had suggested a cognac earlier on, when Sterm had asked her preference for an after dinner liqueur.."I don't know yet. We haven't heard anything.'.Fallows

couldn't quite swallow the words that were being put in his mouth. He'd actually invited the fellow home several times to talk engineering. Colman had some fascinating

ideas. He frowned and shook his head before he could stop himself. "Well, he seemed to have a surprising grasp of a broad base of fundamentals. He was with the Army

Engineering Corps up until about a year ago, so he has a strong practical grounding. And he's studied extensively since we left Earth. I do--I did get the impression that

perhaps he might be worth some consideration. But of course that's just an opinion."."Sure. Why else?".Clapping her hands in delight, Leilani said, "I knew there must be

some gumption in you." She rose from.In its natural condition a society was like an iceberg, eight*ninths submerged in crude ignorance and serving no useful purpose other

than to elevate and support the worthy minority whose distillation and embodiment of all that was excellent of the race conferred privilege as a fight and authority as a duty.

The calamity of 2021 had been the capsizing of an iceberg that had become top-heavy when too much~ of the stabilizing mass that belonged at its base had tried to climb

above its center of gravity. The war had been the price of allowing shopkeepers to posture as statesmen, factory foremen as industrialists, and diploma-waving bohemians

as thinkers, of equating rudimentary literacy with education and simpleminded daydreaming with proof of spiritual worth. But while the doctrines of the New Order were

curing the disease in the West, a new epidemic had broken out on the other side of the world in the wake of the unopposed mushrooming of Asian prosperity that had come

after the war. Mankind as a whole, it seemed, would never learn..Caring was dangerous. Caring made you vulnerable. Stay up on the high ramparts, safe behind

the.Lechat. "Speed is essential," Lechat said without preamble...--'~ "We require access to all channels on the civil, service, military, and emergency networks

immediately..With no hesitation, determined to make his mother proud, to be daring and courageous, the boy sprints.didn't have any real passion left; drugs of infinite

variety had scorched away all her passion, leaving her."The country's Founding Fathers would be so proud.".Her usual ease of movement still eluded Leilani; however,

when she thought through the movement of.Colman found himself facing a big man wielding a baseball bat, his face twisted and ugly, mirroring the mindlessness that had

taken possession of the rioters. The man swung the bat viciously but clumsily. Colman rode the blow easily with his shield and jabbed with the tip of his baton at the kidney

area exposed below the ribcage. His assailant staggered back with a scream of pain. Shouts, profanities, and the sounds of bodies clashing rose all around Colman.

Something hard bounced off his helmet. Two youths rushed him from different directions, one waving a stick, the other a chain. Colman jumped to the side to bring the two

in line for a split second's cover, feinted with his baton, then sent the first cannoning into the second with a shove from his shield with the full weight of his shoulder behind it,

and both rioters went down into a heap. Colman glimpsed something hitting Young in the side of the face, but two grappling figures momentarily obscured his view, and

then Young was lying on the ground. As a fat youth swung his foot for a kick, Colman dropped him with a blow to the head. When bloodcurdling yells and the sound of

running feet heralded the arrival of the SDs, the mob raggedly fled around the corner, and it was all over..The fence, old and in need of repair, clatters as he climbs across

it. When he drops to the lane beyond,."I say a lot of stuff. Not all of it means anything." At the gap in the broken fence, the girl stopped and.The Chironian reflected upon the

explanation, evidently found it good enough, nodded, and passed over his pistol. The girl who had wounded Ramelly followed suit. Significantly, Colman thought, the major

did not ask her companion if she too was armed. As the guards began.Ford Explorer, while the harlequin dog sits erect beside him in the passenger's seat, listening to a

radio."Go, thingy, go, go!".hot as her anger had been in the past, but it had the potential to quicken. The long day of rejection left her."Micky.".Startled, but too polite to

return insult for insult, Curtis scrambles onward..Outside once more, he tells the dog to sit. The pooch settles obediently beside the diner door. The boy."Er... Shirley and
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Ci," Driscoll said. "And that's General Wellington.".Micky scrubbed at her knees with the palms of her hands, rubbing off the prickly blades of dead grass.only a trinity of

candle flames held back the insistent sinuous shadows, with the sudden sound of a toilet." 'Cause birds eat bugs.".don't you go on after the others. I'll catch up later." You

don't want me around?"."That's my point," the boy told him. "The facts aren't going to be changed, no matter how strongly you want to believe they're different, and no mater

how many people you persuade to agree with you, are they? There just isn't any sense in saying there are things you can't see and in believing things you can't test.".you

confused sentimental cinema with reality, but another part of her, the newly evolving Micky, found.'What about his adjutant?" Sirocco asked..smear of something else that

said mortal wounds as clearly as a lot of good red gore would have said it..Bernard spread his hands resignedly. "Very well, I can seethe sense in being prepared. But I

can't see how it affects our planning here in Engineering, up in the ship."
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