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and self-improvement. Even if by Christmas Eve, '67, Junior would not be able to take a dry walk in the rain, this nevertheless was a period of great achievement and much
pleasure for him..He hurried into the bedroom and switched on the nightstand lamp, without concern for whether the light might be seen from the street..Returning from his
tests, he'd gotten into bed without stripping off the thin, hospital-issue robe. He was still wearing it over his pajamas..Although rain-pasted to her skin, the fine hairs rose on
the nape of her neck. The gooseflesh crawling across her arms had nothing to do with her cold, wet clothes.."They've gone to bed. They're tired," Wally told her as he put
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earlier than he did.".Besides, the possibilities repulsed him. The very thought of a splendid-looking woman like Victoria submitting to a grotesque like Vanadium would have
withered his soul if he had possessed a soul.."I knew," said Wally, braking for a red traffic light, "that you'd be thinking of Phimie now, and thinking of her would lead you to
your father's words, because as short as her life might have been, Phimie was a Bartholomew. She left her mark.".Bartholomew had been able to focus his eyes much
sooner than the average baby was supposed to be able to focus. To a surprising extent, he was already engaged in the world around him.."If they always go there,
smoosh--smoosh, then you're going to wind up with one really fat finger." *.Slow deep breaths. Per Zedd, slow deep breaths. Any state of anxiety, regardless of how
powerful, could be ameliorated or even dissipated."Not that trains are any better. Look at the Bakersfield crash back in '60. Santa Fe Chief, out of San Francisco, smashed
into an oil-tank truck. Seventeen people crushed, burned in a river of fire.".Standing near the foot of the bed in a shapeless blue suit, Vanadium might have been the work of
an eccentric artist who had carved a man out of Spam and dressed the meaty sculpture in thrift-shop threads..Five days later, on Barty's birthday morning, when Agnes and
Edom were in the kitchen, making preparations for the visits that had earned her the affectionate title of Pie Lady, Barty was in his highchair, eating a vanilla wafer lightly
dampened with milk. Each time a crumb fell from the cookie, the boy plucked it off the tray and neatly conveyed it to his tongue..Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a
salt sea of grief that blurred his vision and bathed his face in brine. "Get out of here, you disgusting, sick son of a bitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking
with sorrow and twisted by righteous anger. "Get out of here now, get out!".After staring at the coins for a long moment, Kathleen said, "I don't think any mystery writer has
ever done a series of novels about a priest detective who's also a magician.".In a monotone that gave new meaning to deadpan, the detective added: "I'm the only one who
was there who doesn't have a dry-cleaning bill.".In spite of its dazzle, the detective's smile was nonetheless melancholy, proof that he was sincere when he said that
Seraphim's baby was beyond their reach..Her name was Victoria Bressler, and she was an attractive blonde. She would never have been serious competition For Naomi,
because Naomi had been singularly stunning, but Naomi, after all, was gone..He waited for Otter to nod, but Otter stood motionless..Urgency gripped the paramedics. The
rescuers' equipment and the pieces of the car door were dragged out of the way to make a path for a gurney, its wheels clattering across pavement littered with debris..The
detective gazed at the cash as longingly as a glutton might stare at a custard pie, as intensely as a satyr might ogle a naked blonde. "Impossible. Too damn much integrity
in their system. You might as well ask me to go to Buckingham Palace and fetch you a pair of the queen's undies.".The boy never mentioned what he'd done, and his
mother ceased worrying about him falling out of bed.."So where he threw the quarter," Barty said, as Angel listened intently and nodded her head, "wasn't really into
Gunsmoke, 'cause that's not a place, it's just a show. See, maybe he threw it into a place where I'm not blind, or into a place where he doesn't have that messed-up face, or
a place where for some reason you never came here today. There's more places than anybody could ever count, even me, and I can count pretty good. That's what you
feel, right-all the ways things are?".As Barty ascended higher, Agnes's fear became purer, but at the same time, she was filled with a wonderful, irrational exhilaration. That
this could be accomplished, that the darkness could be overcome, struck music from the harpstrings of the soul. From time to time, the boy paused, perhaps to rest or to
mull over the three-dimensional map in his incredible mind, and every time that he started upward again, he put his hands in exactly the right place, whereupon Agnes
would speak a silent inner yes! Her heart was with Barty high in the tree, her heart in his, as he had been with her, safe inside her womb, on the rainy twilight that she had
ridden the spinning, tumbling car to widowhood..As kids-living in a house that was run like a prison, stifled by the oppressive rule of a morose father who believed that any
form of entertainment was an offense against God-they conducted secret card games as their primary act of rebellion. A deck of cards was small enough to hide quickly and
to keep hidden successfully even during one of their father's painstakingly thorough room searches..He ran gasping, praying, feet slapping the concrete sidewalk,
frightening birds out of the purple brightness of blossom-laden jacarandas and out of Indian laurels, terrorizing a tree rat into a lightning sprint up the bole of a phoenix palm.
The few people he encountered reeled out of his way. Brakes shrieked as he crossed intersections without looking both ways, risking cars and trucks and
rhinoceroses..Leaving the engine running and the heater on, he got out of the car, leaned back inside, said, "Better lock up while I'm gone," and then closed his door..This
back blow wasn't just sport, either, but more like Vietnam as lie sometimes told women that he remembered it. As though pitched by a grenade blast, Junior went from his
feet to the floor with chin-rapping impact, teeth guillotining together so hard that he would have severed his tongue if it had been between them..Getting out of the stuffy car
into air much chillier than it had been when he'd left this place, Junior stood unsteadily as the police and the paramedics gathered around him. Then he led them through the
wild grass to Naomi, moving haltingly, stumbling on small stones that the others navigated with ease..By Thursday, the eruption passed from him. Because he'd had the
self-control not to claw his face or hands, he was presentable enough to venture out into the city; although if people in the streets could have Seen the weeping scabs and
inflamed scratches that tattooed his body and limbs, they would have fled with the grim certainty that the black.Again, he cast his line of memory into murky waters nearly
four years in the past, to the night of passion that he had shared with Seraphim in the parsonage. As before, he could recall nothing she'd said, only the exquisite look of
her, the nubile perfection of her body.."But I had greater facility with cards than most magicians. I trained with Moses Moon, greatest card mechanic of his
generation."."Possible complications include cerebral hemorrage, pulmonary edema, kidney failure, necrosis of the liver, coma-to name a few.".Of course, when turning a
quarter across his knuckles, the cop had made no noise. And he had glided across the hospital room, in the dark, with feline stealth..Reluctantly, Jacob finally returned the
cards to the packs and admitted to himself that superstition had seized him and would not let go. Somewhere in the world was a knave, a human monster-even worse,
according to Maria, a man as fearsome as the devil himself-and for reasons unknown, this beast wanted to harm little Barty, an innocent baby. By some grace that Jacob
could not understand, they had been warned, through the cards, that the knave was coming. They had been warned..Ichabod passed Bartholomew through the open door
to Celestina in the passenger's seat, went around the Buick, put the tote bag in the back, and climbed behind the wheel once more..LEFT HAND ON the banister, right hand
with knife tucked close to his side and ready to thrust, Tom Vanadium climbed cautiously but quickly to the upper floor, glancing back twice to be sure that Cain didn't slip in
behind him..If magic explained the jacks on Friday evening, maybe it was the dark variety of magic. Maybe he shouldn't be endeavoring to summon, once more, whatever
spirit was responsible for the four knaves..Shifting the Suburban out of park, Wally said, "I didn't know Baptists indulged in wagering.".Nevertheless, Junior was thrilled to
hear the name Bartholomew, and to know that the boy of whom Celestina spoke was the Bartholomew of Bartholomews, the menacing presence in his unremembered
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dream, the threat to his fortune and future that must be eliminated..If Junior were weak-minded enough to succumb to madness, this was the moment when he should have
fallen into an abyss of insanity. He heard an internal cracking, felt a terrible splintering in his mind, but he held himself together with sheer willpower, remembering to
breathe slowly and deeply..She was astonished and moved. "I'm a hopeless throwback to the nineteenth century. How could you realize what's been on my mind?"."So do
I," said the visitor, and Junior almost frowned at this peculiar response, wondering what was meant in addition to what was merely said.."Now this. But even if your dad had
cooperated with me, nothing would have changed. Since Phimie never revealed his name, I wouldn't have been able to go after Cain any differently or more
effectively.".Although he didn't believe in destiny, in fate, in anything more than himself and his own ability to shape his future, Junior couldn't deny how extraordinary it was
that this woman should cross his path at this precise moment in his life, when he was frustrated to the point of cerebral hemorrhage by his inability to find Bartholomew,
confused and nervous about the phantom singer and other apparently supernatural events in his life, and generally in a funk unlike any he had ever known before. Here
was a link to Seraphim and, through Seraphim, to Bartholomew..Otter shook his head..The room was bright enough for him to confirm that he was alone. The interior of the
box in which Naomi now resided could be no more silent than this house..Sklent came to mind, perhaps because of the strange drawing on the girl's sketch pad. Sklent at
that Christmas Eve party, only a few months ago but a lifetime away. The theory of spiritual afterlife without a need for God. Prickly-bur spirits. Some hang around, haunting
out of sheer mean stubbornness. Some fade away. Others reincarnate..He arrived at the open door, grinning. No Cheshire-cat grin, hanging disembodied on the air, teeth
without tabby. Grin with full Barty.."This was back on January 24, 1556," said Edom with unhesitating authority, for he had memorized tens of thousands of facts about the
worst natural disasters in history..Paul stayed with her, sometimes wincing at the ground as though the danger were there, not above-which, in a sense, it was, because
impact rather than the fall itself is the killer-and at other times putting his arms around her, staring up at the boy above. But he, too, was silent..On that busy night, with
Vanadium's corpse in the Studebaker and Victoria's cadaver awaiting a fiery disposal at her house, Junior was too distracted to recognize the pertinence of the message.
Now it tormented him from a dark nook in his subconscious..greatest fright of his life. He jumped inside his skin, and his heart knocked, knocked, and he half expected to
hear his bones rattle one against another, like those of a dangling skeleton in a funhouse..After poring through enough sensational newspaper accounts to be convinced
that the curse-casting reverend was undeniably dead, Junior had acquired four pieces of surprising information. Three were of vital importance to him..which was beginning
to come into view, was as sharp as pins and needles, sheer torture to her eyes.."He knew how you felt about having too much life insurance. So he didn't disclose it to
you."."I'd give anything if it hadn't happened," he said earnestly. And now a tortured note wrung wet emotion from his voice"I only wish it had been me who died.".AGNES
ALWAYS ENJOYED Christmas Eve dinner with Edom and Jacob, because even they tempered their pessimism on this night of nights. Whether the season touched their
hearts or they wanted even more than usual to please their sister, she didn't know. If gentle Edom spoke of killer tornadoes or if dear Jacob was reminded of massive
explosions, each dwelt not on horrible death, as usual, but on feats of courage in the midst of dire catastrophe, recounting astonishing rescues and miraculous
escapes..The 9-mm pistol and the ammunition were on the foyer table. With trembling hands, Junior tore open the boxes and loaded the gun..Wally's own house was in the
same neighborhood, a block and a half away, a three-story Victorian gem that he entirely occupied.."Me, I don't like anything old. This White chick's got a weird thing for old
people, old buildings, old stuff in general. Like she doesn't realize she's young. You want to grab her, shake her, and say, 'Hey, let's move on,' you know?".She wanted so
badly to believe, to see her son made whole again, and the funny thing was that she could believe, and without emotional risk, because it was true..No one seemed to
realize that predicting the future might not be a suitable entertainment in this house, at this time, considering that Agnes had so recently and horribly been blindsided by
fate..He hadn't seen Thomas Vanadium since Monday, at the cemetery, and Vanadium hadn't pulled any tricks since leaving twenty-five cents at his bedside that same
night. Almost four days undisturbed by the hectoring detective. In matters Vanadium, however, Junior had learned to be wary, prudent..With his mother, his uncles, and
Maria hovering just two steps behind, Barty followed the driveway, not bothering with the cane, keeping his right foot on the concrete, his left foot on the grass, until he
came to a jog in the pavement, which apparently he'd been seeking. He stopped, facing due north, considered for a moment, and then pointed due west: "The oak tree's
over there.".WALLY HAD NOT gone home with Death, but they had definitely been at the dance together..In spite of his dumpy appearance-and especially in the dark,
where appearances didn't count-Vanadium had the aura of a mystic. Although Junior didn't believe in mystics or in the various unearthly powers they claimed to possess, he
knew that mystics who believed in themselves were exceptionally dangerous people..Knacker or Hisscus, or Nork, was talking about an offering, as though Naomi were a
goddess to whom they wished to present a penance of gold and jewels..Barty rounded the tree and returned to the porch. He climbed the steps and stood before Tom..The
boy fell and rolled even as he pitched the can, anticipating the shots that Cain fired, which cracked into the doorframe inches from Tom's knees..exercise. Although they
expected him to be dizzy, he had no difficulty whatsoever with his balance, and in spite of feeling a little drained, he wasn't as weak as they thought he was. He could have
toured the hospital unassisted, but he played to their expectations and used the wheeled walker..'Miss White," he continued, still facing the window, "not long before you
arrived in surgery this morning, your sister died on the table. We hadn't delivered the baby yet, and perhaps couldn't have done so, by cesarean, in time to prevent brain
damage, so for both the sake of the mother and child, heroic efforts were made to bring Phimie back and ensure continued circulation to the fetus until we could extract
it.".The Hackachaks had arrived post-grief, brought to the hospital by the news that Junior had expressed distaste at the prospect of profiting from his wife's tragic fall. They
knew he had turned away Knacker, Hisscus and Nork.."Well, as years pass, they're going to be a financial burden, if nothing else, so I'm glad I've got a little surprise for
you.".She whispered then: "You are my little lampion, Barty. You light the way for me.".Celestina turned in her seat to look back at Wally and Angel, who were waving. "I
guess I am.".Aside from purchasing the T S. Eliot book, which he hadn't found time to read, Junior was only peripherally aware of current events, because they were, after
all, current, while he tried always to focus on the future. The news of the day was but a faint background music to him, like a song on a radio in another apartment..demons:
hypodermoclysis ... intravenous oxytocin ... maintain perfect asepsis, and I mean perfect, at all times ... a few oral preparations of ergot as soon as it's safe to give her
anything by mouth."Miss White was admitted to St. Mary's late January fifth," said Nolly, "with dangerous hypertension, a complication of pregnancy.".Friday, after dinner,
when he'd heard enough of Maria's method of fortune-telling to know that four decks were required, that only every third draw was read, and that aces-especially red
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aces-were the most propitious cards to receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure in preparing for Barty the most favorable first eight cards that could possibly be dealt. This
was a small gift to cheer Agnes, on whose heart Joey's death weighed as heavily as iron chains..The white padded eye patches rebuffed her, and she realized how
profoundly the boy's double enucleation would affect how easily she could read his moods and know his mind. Here was a littler loss until now shadowed by the greater
destruction. Denied the evidence of his eyes, she would need to be better at noting and interpreting nuances of his body language-also changed by blindness-and his voice,
for there would be no soul revealed by hand-painted, plastic implants..The parsonage was a clean, respectable, and even charming house, but nothing about it might be
called grand. No sweeping staircase offered a glamorous showcase adequate for Scarlett O'Hara. Instead, the stairs were enclosed, accessed by a door in one comer of
the living room..just as the smile curved to completion, however, an awful thing happened. The humiliation began with a loud gurgle in his gut..Fascinated by this strange
new realm, Angel returned to her chair periodically, between explorations, to sip apple juice and to reveal her latest discoveries: "They got yellow shelf paper. They got
potatoes in a drawer. They got four kinds of pickles in the refrigerator. They got a toaster under a sock with pictures of birds on it."."So entertaining, I felt I should have paid
for those seats. When the third machine starts whizzing coins at him, he bolts like a kid running a graveyard at midnight on a dare." Nolly laughed, remembering..All day, for
reasons he couldn't quite put into words, Junior had carried that quarter in a pocket of his bathrobe. From time to time, he had taken it out to examine it..AS GREASY WITH
FEAR sweat as a pig on a slaughterhouse ramp, Junior woke from a nightmare that he could not remember. Something *is reaching for him-that's all he could recall, hands
clutching at him out of the dark-and then he was awake, wheezing. Night still pressed at the glass beyond the venetian blind. The pharmacy lamp in the comer was aglow,
but the chair that had been beside it was no longer there. It had been moved closer to Junior's bed..A sense of mystery overcame Agnes, unnerving but not entirely or even
primarily unpleasant..He half expected to hear Thomas Vanadium in the distance, softly singing "Someone to Watch over Me."."Don't you say that. The society isn't silly,
especially not now. It's us, it's what we were and how we are, and I do so much love everything that's us."."That's just ... an old joke," she heard herself saying, as from a
distance. "You didn't really walk between the drops?"
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